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We will take a step after analysing the national and international situations. The decision

whether or not we have a people’s war will be based on that.
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France Grants RAWA a Human Rights Prize

April 15,2000 — Islamabad

During a ceremony at the residence of Mr. Jean
Berthault, incharge of Afghanistan affairs at French
Embassy in Islamabad, and in presence of Mr
Yannick Gerard French Ambassador in Pakistan
and Mr Olivier Plangon First Secretary of the
Embassy and some journalists and RAWA activists,
"The French Republic's Liberty, Equality, Fraternity Human Rights Prize" endowed by
the Prime Minister of the French Government through National Advisory Commission
on Human Rights was granted to RAWA for its activities for human rights in
Afghanistan. It is almost the first time that a country in the West paid attention to a

democratic organization in Afghanistan.

On behalf of RAWA, Mother Zemaray, a bereaved woman whose eight sons have
been kidnapped and killed at the hands of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar received the prize.

While taking the prize, with tears in her eyes, she said " expressing my heartfelt
thanks to the French government and nation, | hope that France prosecute Gulbuddin
and other Jehadic and the Taliban leaders as the murderers of our people". "Though
RAWA is given the prize, but till the murderers of my sons and the butchers of my

nation have not been brought to justice | will not be satisfied. All those who lost their

lives by inhuman fundamentalists are my sons" she continued.
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Awarding the prize, Mr. Jean Berthault said: "This
is very important because the medal that is going
to be given to you is coming from the Committee
for the Human Rights that is composed of very
important people. RAWA got a special mention
with medal in order to illustrate the importance of
its action. The work of RAWA is extremely
important because nowadays in Afghanistan we are in a situation where the women
are deprived of any access to education, health and so on. In the last twenty-two
years we have been witnessing a terrible war in Afghanistan and the result of this war
has been that the field of education particularly has been entirely destroyed. Every
body knows and acknowledges the importance of women in order to promote the
future generation, and this is the main reason why RAWA has been given this award.
Today is also an occasion for my government that | represent in Afghanistan, to
illustrate the importance that we attach to your country, to your dear country, also to
peace in Afghanistan for which we are really trying and doing our best. | promise you."
He concluded "In the territories of the Taliban as well as that of other forces the

situation is not good."

Source: http://www.rawa.org/prize.htm
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